
The Greatest Benefit to Mankind: A Medical History of Humanity

A definitive study of the history of medicine, from the earliest humans to the present day.
Medicine is advancing at an incredible rate. We now have the ability to overcome sickness but
also to transform the nature of life itself: in many parts of the world, human existence has
simply ceased to be nasty, brutish and short. In this titanic history of medicine and disease,
Roy Porter examines the traditions of East and West to chart how this revolution has come
about. Covering medical milestones big and small - from dissection to surgery and from
anaesthesia to AIDS - Roy Porters masterpiece is both a superlative history of medicine and a
sweeping survey of human life and death.
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